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Whether " ability " or " acquirement " is the more important character is a very controversial matter into which I must firmly decline to be dragged. As one of my colleagues has put it: "The examinations seem to be reliable tests, but what we are examining I don't know." I doubt whether this analysis can help us very much to clear up this particular point.
May I take this opportunity of correcting several arithmetical errors that crept into the correlations and to apologize for their occurrence. A Milk Epidemic SIR,-About the middle of November an epidemic of dysentery in Hong Kong was reported under prominent headlines in the newspapers in England. Details which have come recently by post show that the epidemic was caused by unpasteurized milk. The twenty-three patients who fell ill on November 8 and 9 were all drinking unpasteurized milk from one depot of one dairy. The epidemic ended rapidly on pasteurization of the milk supply. The organism was Shiga's bacillus. The cases were almost all young European children. There were seven deaths among the twenty-three.
About ten years ago there was an epidemic of typhoid in Hong Kong, and the medical officer of health was satisfied that it was caused by unpasteurized milk from one dairy. It is to be hoped that Hong Kong will insist on the continued pasteurization of its milk supply before a milk epidemic of cholera is added to its troubles, and that Bournemouth and other places will sit up and take notice. SIR,-May the editor of a much smaller professional weekly journal congratulate you most sincerely on the new format of the British Medical Journal? Only those who have actually thought out a revised lay-out know the months of work involved and the amount of co-operation required from the printers. I personally find the new type attractive, and, as you say, it is so much clearer and larger than the old, though the same sized body is used.-I am, etc., HILARY M. BLAIR-FISH, S.R.N.
Editor, The Nursing Times. St. Martil's Street, W.C.2, Jan. 2.
SIR,-Those of us whose advancing years are plagued with progressive presbyopia will be deeply indebted to the Journal Committee, its board of management, and the editorial staff for the changes which have been introduced with the New Year. The type is admirable and easily legible, even in its smallest form. The Times has accustomed us to the aesthetic appeal of a plain type for headings, without any frills. The British Medical Journal has done well to follow its example in this respect. May I also congratulate you on the external appearance of the Journal, the colour and lay-out of the cover and Mr. Eric Gill's device on the front page being especially effective. I 
